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82%

believe exposure to alcohol advertising encourages
youth to think alcohol consumption is a

desirable/glamorous behaviour and encourages alcohol

initiation.

80%

see addressing alcohol-related harms as a government

responsibility.

78%

support raising the legal drinking age.

85%

support raising alcohol taxes if the money is used for
programmes that support the poor, such as housing.

82%

support raising alcohol taxes if the money is used to support

public school education.

72%

say they would support the government in raising taxes on

alcohol to reduce alcohol harms.

82%

indicated support for government regulations that would prevent
alcohol companies from exerting influence over alcohol policy

decisions.

67%

support restricting alcohol advertising on media such as TV, radio
and social media and restricting alcohol companies from
sponsoring sporting, musical and/or cultural events.
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Industry accountability

76%

believe that alcohol companies
should be held accountable for the
harms associated with alcohol use.

63%

agree that the alcohol industry
attempts to downplay or deny the
health risks linked to alcohol
consumption.

60%

believe that alcohol companies
have actively sought to block or
delay legislation and policies aimed
at reducing alcohol use.

85%

believe exposure to alcohol
advertising encourages youth to
think alcohol consumption is a
desirable/glamorous behaviour and
encourages alcohol initiation.

SAAPA SA, supported by RESET,
have partnered with the NHTKL and
civil society organisations to lobby
and support the South African
government to strengthen alcohol
taxation policies as a critical
evidence-based public health
measure as part of a basket of
interventions to improve and save
lives in South Africa.
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The Reality of Alcohol in South Africa

= 1/2 drinks, almost 50% drink heavily. . ;‘é-g;{;c‘ﬁ‘;ﬁr_i;%ggar'OIds' with 7.2% heavy

- WIDIE (e ((B24] Tian Bomien GInms (&%) = Alcohol harm costs the economy between 10—

12% of GDP annually.
= 90% of homicide victims in 2017 were men, 93%

of perpetrators were men, and over 40% were

alcohol-related. m 59% of car crash drivers test positive for alcohol.

= 102 alcohol-related deaths daily. ® 60% of reported GBV cases report male partner
consumption at the time of the incident.

m 25-34 year olds are most at risk of dying from
alcohol-related injuries compared to other age = South Africa has the highest reported rates of
groups. Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders globally.

Public Attitudes Towards Alcohol Policy
South Africa Opinion poll results July 2025

Method

A nationally representative survey of 1,033 South African adults (18+) was conducted via telephone. Quotas
were set based on age, gender, region, urban/rural residence and education. Fieldwork took place between
June 23 and July 7, 2025. Interviews were conducted in Afrikaans, English, Setswana, Sotho, Xhosa and Zulu.

Key Survey Findings

Mental Health:

83% 967% o

. . ) associated alcohol with mental
say alcohol is easy to access consider alcohol consumption to health and non-communicable

and easy o buy. be a problem in their country. diseases such as heart disease.

55 % V4 3 % Road Accidents:

consider it relatively inexpensive.

are particularly concerned about 91 %
Two-thirds (66%) have personally v!o:ence egsg;aallg/‘lgon;estlc associated alcohol with car
experienced, or know someone who vioience (90%), child a use crashes and road injuries
has experienced, alcohol-related harm.  (89%), child neglect (86%), and :

Mainly health (61%) or violence (69%).  male-on-male violence (84%).
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