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Thereality is that our work exists because
thereisaneed for it. Every day we see the

impact that problem gambling

can haveon

individuals and the people around them

o

he destructive cycle of gambling.

issues like domestic violence and

B  drug addiction

Infact, the social llls are much more:
interlinked thar one first imagines:

As the executve director of the
Sowth African Responsible Gambling
' Foundation, Sibongile Simelane-Cun-

tana spearheads intensive research
Into advancing responsible gambling
practices and gambling-related harm
reduction efforts
She is determined to build safer homes
for vulnerable adults and children throtigh
her work which Is grounded in a strong
commitment to evidence-based pubic
health policy and cross-sector collabora-
tion, with a focus on impactful and sustain-
able interverttions.

“The reality is that cur work exists be-
cause there is a need for it” Simelane-0Oun-
tana says. "Every day we see the impact
that problem gambling can have en indi-
viduals and the people around therm. Finan-
cial hardship, strained refationships. mental
health challenges and lost opportunities
rarely affect only one person They affect
entire familles and communities.

“Owr responsibility is not only to support
those experiencing harm bt also (o' ed-
ucate, advocate and help create environ-
ments where prevention becomes part of
everyday life

Simelane-Quntana is a PhD candidate at
the University of the Witwatersrand, School
of Business Admiristration. She holds an
MEA, postgraduate diplomas in public man-
agement and administration and arts. She
also has a bachelors degree in education,

addiction s also linked to other

Progress isnot about
Knowingeverything.
Itisabout discipline,
discernment,
confidence, curiosity
and the willingness
to keep learning.

Masemola says that although she s
pafrmw shy.she s intent on a‘mﬂg her
in digital technology becatise
cmtd inspire other young biadmmam

'As a young black woman building a
career ina traditionally male-dominated
field. | want other women to see that they
can enter techinelagy. be taken seriously,
lead meaningful projects and progress
both professionally and personally”

This type of woman, she says, would
have inspired the young Masemola,
who;, as an intern, was “thrown in the
deep end”.

“And I've been lgarning to swirn ever
sircel” Masemola says.

Her ambitior js surprisingly simyle.

“Learnas much as possible. | play, break,
fix and play again

"Hands-on experience is wheare knowl
edge becomes meaningful, Progress is
not about knowing everything. It is about
discipline, discemment. confidence, curi-
osity and the willingness to keep learning.”
Masermola says.




